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Indian scholars are warning
wainst Israell interference
in academic freedom on

their compuoses after one
unbversity canceled a lecture
omn Palestindan history
fellowing a complalnt by

Tel Aviv's envay.

Maor Gilem, the Ismaell  ambes-
siclor im New Delhi, has regulady
Frosted] Birselings fw jodrmalises aned
maide public siatemsems attacking

simleneies  andd  meddia owibels

critbcal of lsrsel's deadly bopnbard-
ment of Giaza

Wi Achin Vanaik, & retined
prdessor of intemational redations
and phobal politics fom the Ungver-
sty aof Delhl, presended his lecture
ol Che lastodry of comnflbet 16 Pales-
tie at (0 F. Jimddal tikohal Uiniversity

last moonth, Cealom winsde Lo the jnsi-
tudbonns vice chanceflor expressing
his “comcern and exireme disag-
PEHTIEECEL ™ OV “an et -I.l:l.'l'l'_E;'HI
mizing the state of Exrasl”

The comiroversy spurted by (hie
l=tter resulted i the cancellation
iof YVanakks glansed lectuare al the

VIOLATION OF NORMS

Indian academics protest Israeli
envoy s interference on campus

Scholars say that Ambassador Naor Gilon crosses boundaries of his diplomatic brief

Incdban  Imstitute of Techpology
Hombay and seni a shockwave
dAiredE  acalemics,  bading o
£70 of them io issie a joind sate-
mirnl sl week obpectme b D
“laracll ambassacdors ivterferemoe
with academic Ineedomn o Tndiare
camaises”  which  “disrespecs
thee commepedence of [sdlian scholars
b analyze histovical and political
sifuations for themsedves”™

Proll Apaosarvanaind Tha from the
Farulty of Aris of the Universty
of Delll told Aralb News that Use
Ieracdi ambassador has ormossed "all
Lhee lenmits,” and ool Tor e first e

“He has been lssalng theeatenlng
k=tirrs, which in fact scared the
ufiversily vice chancelor. Buat §l's
a Clear widation of the norms diplo-
maks [ollow workdwide., They daon’
coamm o nternal matthers, they

never oo that® Tha sl
*Is a clear mierference in the

pfernal e of India: o dighdommaal
docs it. We criticize America, we
rmilicize other conniries, we hold
sCTRlBArS CritEczing US impseriakism
and the US warmoneering, and ai

f peail of clene hax e 175 ambas-
sadclor ever tried 1o imterferne ”

Lasl month, Giln cdiew crilscism

from jowmalists after be publsch
attacked Fromtbine — one of
the countrv's  mosl ki
magazines, which has heen critical
al lsraeli atlacks oo Palestinians

Bat the ambassadors nterven
ticnes to [lence academic debate are
seet] & Eodig diver e et of whed
1= boleralile,

“This di= not come under the
bl [or diploimals. He has crossexd
all the borderlines of diplomecy”
said Nadeemn Hhan, co-founder
al the Liwli-Palesgine Friencd=dhig
Frarmy

“He s IEhavine as if he is the

ks off [reclis. How Gan an arsbxas-
sathar dictate an Indian magazine®
[1 = just Pwyvosd prsgsinalion. Mol
only that, be is also mterfering
detniles on campases.”

For Pamela Phalipose, fellow at
Che Iz Cotineil of Social Sobemoe
Hesearch, the Lsrasli emvoy's effords
were dtempls Lo contial e narra-
thve in & provacatiyve and ot
I way.

“It actunally radses hackles; H
shows armogance amd iImpuniy of a
virry Bl oreder. e really surpsisses
his diplematic brief and, ves, he has
Crissed the red lice” shee said



